
Religion Without 
Salvation 

By P. Ljostveit  

n our roadhouses, night-clubs and nud ist camps of to -
day, and in the Hol ly wood cess pool and Reno di -
vorce-mill, we have reached per haps still lower
depths of sin, shame and vice, than among the old hea -

then na tion.  Now, as at the time of Christ, it is re ally dev ils 
that are wor shipped; and God’s peo ple should have no fel -
low ship with dev ils.  1 Cor. 10:20.

In this dread ful dark ness we dis cern three classes of
peo ple: 

1.  Those who clung fa nat i cally to their hea then wor -
ship – some even in the depth of their su per sti tious fear
sac ri fic ing their own chil dren to their gods, e. g. to Mo -
loch, the fire-god.  How cruel the devil is; and how de ceit -
ful.   

2.  Those who went to the other ex treme, wor shipped
noth ing, but gave them selves up to doubt, un be lief and in -
fi del ity.  “What is truth?”

3.  Those who had a sin cere long ing af ter the true
God, yet they knew not God.  Some such long ing souls
had even built an al tar to “An Un known God” in Ath ens. 
Acts. 17:23.   Some came all the way from Greece to Je ru -
sa lem be cause they “de sired to see Je sus.”  John 12:21

We have the same three classes to day. Some, like the 
hea then Bud dhists, cling in su per sti tious rev er ence to their 
re li gious cer e mo nies and bring their sac ri fices.  Oth ers,
even preach ers, go to the other ex treme and aban don
them selves to doubt, un be lief and in fi del ity.  Then we
have a few long ing souls grop ing in dark ness af ter the true

God and sal va tion.  May they find Him!  “Earth has no
sad der sight than that of a man who does not know his best
Friend.”

But not only among the hea then were men lost in sin,
lost with re li gion, lost and with out sal va tion, but among
the Jews as well.  There were three re li gious par ties
among the Jews – all full of re li gion but with out sal va tion,
al though they had the great ad van tage of pos sess ing the
Word of God.  Rom. 3:1-2.

1.  The Phar i sees who trusted in them selves that they
were righ teous clung “tooth and nail” to their cer e mo nies
and or di nances.  But they re jected Christ, re jected the new
birth and were lost in sin with all their re li gion.

2.  The Sad du cees who cut the Bi ble to pieces and de -
nied the res ur rec tion in Acts 23:8, be cause they “nei ther
knew the Scrip tures nor the power of God.”  Matt. 22:19. 
They were in dif fer ent, cold and hard – per se cut ing God’s
peo ple.   Acts 4:1-3.  

3.  The Essenes, a less-known re li gious party, who
went deeper than the Phar i sees – stress ing sim plic ity,
self-de nial, obe di ence, prayer, med i ta tion and sep a ra tion
from the world.  They had a very good re li gion, but with -
out sal va tion just the same, as so many to day.  

All told, what a mix-up in the re li gious world with ut -
ter con fu sion when Christ ap peared – both among the
Jews and Gen tiles.  It was a world full of re li gion, yet ut -
terly lost, and con tin u ally sink ing deeper and deeper into
sin and dark ness.  And where sal va tion is not ex pe ri enced
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it is not any better to day!
For this lost, guilty, dy -

ing, and hell-bound world
God in His in fi nite love and
mercy be gan to pre pare sal -
va tion  on the very day of the
fall of man.  Gen. 3:15. (Ed.
And EVEN be fore, GOD
knew what it would cost
HIM!)  He set aside a fam ily
– and later the na tion of Is rael 
to whom He re vealed Him -
self.  He gave them the Law
with types, or di nances, sym -
bols – later great kings and
proph ets and the won der ful
re cord of Him self in the Old
Tes ta ment Scrip tures – all to
pre pare the world for the
com ing Di vine Sav ior.  

Fur ther more God,  …
Rom. 11:5, pre pared and kept 
alive a spir i tual rem nant…

This rem nant, this spir i -
tual Is rael within the na tional
Is rael, kept the holy flame
alive through long and dark
ages un til the Sav ior came to
re deem a lost and guilty
world, 2 Pe ter 1:19.  This
spir i tual rem nant ac cord ing
to the elec tion of Grace has
kept the holy flame alive
from His First Com ing and
on and on through the long,
dark ages – un til His Sec ond
Com ing.  This holy rem nant
is found within the large
mass-church and in ev ery na -
tion, race and de nom i na tion. 
This holy rem nant is the Holy 
Chris tian Church, born of
the Spirit, washed in his
blood.  It is the Com mu nion
of Saints.  “It is a cho sen
gen er a tion, a royal priest -
hood, a holy na tion, a pe cu -
liar peo ple; that ye should
shew forth the praises of Him
who hath called you out of
dark ness into His mar vel ous
light,” 1 Pe ter 2:9.   
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Through your prayers and a sup ply of the Spirit of
God, we hope to be given grace in a fee ble way to fol low
this holy rem nant, this Chris tian Church, through the long
ages of his tory.  But that can only be the Lord’s do ing, for
it is too “won der ful in our eyes.”                     

Excerpts taken from Innermission Church History,
Published by the Hauge Lutheran Innermission

Federation, 1948.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Abiding in Christ 

“Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me” 

John 15:4

No less than ten times did Je sus speak the words,
“abide in Me.”  There must there fore be great sig nif i cance 
in them.  There is a depth in these words no one can fathom 
dur ing this life.  But this we do know, that they speak of
the most in ti mate un ion and fel low ship with Christ.  The
fig ure of the vine and its branches in di cates a liv ing un ion.  
When Je sus spoke these words He prayed only a lit tle
while later for His fol low ers “that they may all be one;
even as Thou, Fa ther, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they
also may be in Us, so that the  world may be lieve that Thou 
hast sent Me” John 17:21.

The abid ing life finds ex pres sion in Christ’s love re -
flected through us.  He said, “If my words abide in you ….
Abide in My love.”  We abide in Christ when we abide in
his love and when we pos sess his words in our hearts, in
our minds, and upon our lips.   

“Abide with Me from morn till eve, 
For with out Thee I can not live;
Abide with Me when night is nigh, 
For with out Thee I dare not die.”
           John Keble, 1927

PRAYER: That sa cred mys tery, O Lord, keep alive
within my life though it tran scends my un der stand ing. 
Abide in me, O Christ and ful fill the work of faith and ser -
vice which You in tend  for my life.  Amen.

Rosenius’ Daily Meditations, Carl O. Rosenius, Lutheran 
Colportage Service, Inc.

HUMANISM 

Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his
strength… Jer e miah 17:5

To un der stand hu man ism’s im pact on our cul ture, we

must un der stand its ba sic doc trines.  First, hu man ism touts 
the doc trine of athe ism.  Whereas our cat e chism says that
hu man kind’s chief end is to glo rify God and en joy Him
for ever, the hu man ist says that humankinds’ chief end is to 
glo rify hu man kind.  The orig i na tor of hu man ism, the an -
cient Greek phi los o pher Protagoras, said, “Man is the
mea sure of all things.”  Hu man ism also as serts the doc -
trine of evo lu tion. Hu man ists be lieve the uni verse is
self-ex ist ing and not cre ated, and that hu mans sim ply
evolved from lesser forms and are, there fore, noth ing
more than an i mals.  The third doc trine of hu man ism is
amo ral ity.  Hu man ists don’t be lieve in ab so lutes, but, in -
stead, view truth as rel a tive.  Fi nally, hu man ists be lieve
that we must have a col lec tiv ist so ci ety, sac ri fic ing in di -
vid ual well-be ing for the com mon good.  Some have said
that hu man ism is noth ing other than com mu nism in philo -
soph i cal garb.

Is hu man ism a re li gion?  The Hu man ist Man i festo of
1933 calls it such nine times.  Not only is hu man ism a re li -
gion, it is an in sid i ous one.  It uses our pub lic schools as
church build ings and many teach ers serve as its min is ters,
while its high priest hood is the Na tional Ed u ca tion As so -
ci a tion.  Ev ery year our na tion spends tens of bil lions of
dol lars to prop a gate hu man ism’s doc trines and ten ets.  Hu -
man ism is par tic u larly dan ger ous be cause, un like any
other re li gion in Amer ica, it is en dorsed in the pub lic
schools and es tab lished in ev ery de part ment of the gov -
ern ment of the United States.  

We know Who wins in the end, but trag i cally, many
souls will be lost un der hu man ism’s in flu ence.  Pray that
Je sus will save those who pro mote this false re li gion and
those who be lieve in it.

“If there is no God, ev ery thing is per mit ted.” 
          Fyodor Dostoevsky  

New Ev ery Morn ing, By D. James Ken nedy and
Jerry Newcombe, @ 2016 D. James Ken nedy Min is tries.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord;
He is their strength in the time of trouble. 

Psalm 37:39

Lord, who hast suf fered all for me, 

My peace and par don to pro cure, 

The lighter cross I bear for thee 

Help me with pa tience to en dure.  

Blessed be God, who hath not turned away my prayer,
nor His mercy from me.  Psalm 66:20 

DAILY FOOD for CHRISTIANS American Tract
Society, 1897 or earlier.
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Memories of my friend, Lucille
By Carol (Thomp son) Kleveland, For est City, Iowa 

I first met Lu cille when mem bers of our church and
I stopped by her as sisted liv ing apart ment to sing Christ -
mas Car ols to her.  She smiled, greeted us and when we
handed a plate of Christ mas cook ies, thanked us.  Mem -
bers of the church told me that at one time she and her
hus band had even joined the church.  How ever, when he 
died, she stopped com ing.  Now it was tra di tion to take
her a plate of food at Thanksgiving and cook ies at
Christ mas.  She was around 90 years old at the time and
quite frail.

When I be gan vis it ing folks at the apart ments, I de -
cided to stop in to make her ac quain tance.  The first day
I vis ited her I be gan to talk a lit tle about Je sus and she
quickly cut me off by say ing she did not be lieve in Him
so did not want to talk about any thing spir i tual.  I could -
n’t be lieve what I was hear ing and, af ter go ing home,
felt very bur dened that I needed to share my per sonal
tes ti mony with her.  Af ter pray ing about it for some
time, I took my Bi ble and went back hop ing to wit ness
to her.  Af ter chat ting a bit, I told her I felt com pelled to
talk to her about Je sus.  She told me once again, she did
not be lieve in Je sus but be lieved that when she died she
sim ply was go ing into the ground and that would be her
end.  I told her I un der stood what she be lieved, but I
wanted to share with her what I be lieved.  Read ing
verses from my Bi ble I told her how I, a sin ner, had
come to Je sus, be liev ing that on the Cross He shed His
blood to for give me.  I read John 3:16, 1 John 1:9 and
Rev. 3:20 as I shared.  When I fin ished she once again
clearly told me she did not be lieve any of it and did not
want to talk about it any fur ther.  I left that day with a
heavy heart, but con tin ued to pray con sis tently for her.  I 
de cided I would visit her as a friend and not share any -
more spiritually unless the Lord clearly opened the door.

Then one day, I took my granddaugh ter along to
visit the Plaza res i dents.  We went from room to room
talk ing and pray ing with each one be fore we left.  Be -
fore I en tered Lu cille’s apart ment, I re minded Meggie
that I might not talk about Je sus there, but would sim ply
visit with her about other things.  We did that and then
un be liev ably, just as we were about to leave, Lu cille
told me I could pray if I wanted to.  Meggie says I
looked so sur prised she won dered if I was go ing to be
able to pray out loud.  I did, thank ing Je sus for dy ing on
the Cross, for His for give ness and His love to ev ery one
who reaches out to Him.  From that day on she asked me
to pray when I was ready to leave and some times I felt
like God gave me a mini-ser mon in my prayer.   

She reached her 94th birth day and still seemed to

have no faith in Christ.  I con tin ued to pray daily for her
sal va tion.  Then a few months ago I was ready to travel
out west for a cou ple weeks and once again went to see
her.  She was very frail and I could see she had only a
short time to live.  I ap proached her bed and asked her if
she was ready to meet God.  She bluntly told me, “I told
you I don’t be lieve in God.”  I an swered, “But I do, and I 
love you enough that I don’t want you to go to hell.”
Again I left with a heavy heart!   

When I was gone I prayed for her of ten, call ing once 
to find her fam ily was now stay ing with her.  When I ar -
rived home she was in Hos pice, and once again God
prompted me to go and visit Lu cille.  I went.  She was
con scious and re sponded to my ques tions with a nod, so
I knew she could hear.  Then I said, “Lu cille, you are
soon go ing to die.  Are you saved?  Are you ready to
stand be fore God?”  She did not re spond.  Then I told
her I was go ing to pray the sin ner’s prayer with her.  If in 
her mind and heart she knew she was s sin ner and was
will ing to put her trust in Je sus for Sal va tion, she could
sim ply be lieve and Je sus would for give her sin and take
her to Heaven to be with Him.  Af ter I prayed, I opened
my eyes to see tears run ning down Lu cille’s cheeks. 
The Holy Spirit was at work in the heart of my hard-
heart ened friend.  Lu cille died that eve ning.  I don’t
know for cer tain that she turned to Je sus, but I know Je -
sus loved her much more than I did.  I am re minded of
the thief on the cross who said, “Re mem ber me when
you come into your King dom.” And Je sus re plied, “To -
day, you will be with me in par a dise.”  I know God saw
her soft ened heart and I’m be liev ing I will see her in
Heaven someday!

Ed i tor’s Note: You and I are priv i leged and re spon -
si ble to keep on sow ing His In cor rupt ible SEED (the
Law & Gos pel) with tears/bur dened heart/love and
leave the re sults with HIM!  ‘We’ have the priv i lege and
re spon si bil ity to plant, wa ter and God gives the in -
crease.

“‘So shall My word be that goes forth from My
mouth; It shall not re turn to Me void, But it shall ac -
com plish what I please, And it shall pros per in the
thing for which I sent it.’”  Is. 55:11.

“Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He who
con tin u ally goes for weep ing, Bear ing seed for sow ing,
Shall dou btless come again with re joic ing, Bring ing his
sheaves with him”  Ps. 126:5-6.

“Who de sires all men  to be saved and to come  to
the knowl edge of the truth” 1 Tim o thy 2:4. 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

SAVED TO SERVE
“For God is not un just to for get your work and la bor of love which you have shown to -

ward His name, in that you have min is tered to the saints, and do min is ter.” 
(He brews 6:10)

“For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and that not of your selves; it is the gift of God, not of
works, lest any one should boast.  For we ae His work -
man ship, crated in Christ Je sus for good works,
which God pre pared be fore-hand that we should walk
in them”  Ephe sians 2:8-10.

Clearly, as I be gin this ‘ed i to rial’; LET me clearly
state the solid bib li cal truth of do not get the “cart be fore 
the horse”!  In no way do not try to merit or earn your
own per sonal Sal va tion and Acts 4:12 so clearly states. 
YET ‘faith’ with out bib li cal “works” (good works) is
dead! 

As I am ‘el derly’, I am go ing to the ‘school of
hard-knocks’ and am learn ing more how we need one
an other along life’s jour ney, as of those who are ‘fel -
low-be liev ers!.  

The word ‘Min is try or Min is try’ means – ba si cally
in sim ple terms it means TO SERVE! 

INSTANTLY as soon as your ‘ser vice’ in and
through our cru ci fied and risen Sav ior is through;
JESUS will take you HOME for all eter nity in His Pres -
ence.  Now ‘we’ may not know clearly what HE wants
‘us’ to be do ing in and through His lead er ship and em -
pow er ment by the Holy Spirit: but rest as sured He will
lead you IF you are pli able clay in the Pot ters’ hands.  
Be though ‘faith ful unto HIM and HE will give you the
Crown of Life.  The span of time in our jour ney here on
Earth is in the Palm of His Hand!     

Now Enoch walked with God; was pleas ing to
God, but for ‘our’ ben e fit it is re corded in God’s Eter nal 
Word what he was do ing, ‘but walk ing with God’! 

The Bi ble says know ingly or un know ingly: “’For
who ever gives you a cup of wa ter to drink in My name,
be cause you be long to Christ, as sur edly, I say to you, he 
will by no means lose his re ward’” Mark 9:41, Mat thew 
10:42.  (Even a glass/cup of cold wa ter given in HIS
NAME shall …).

Rest as sured just as there are ‘dif fer ent’ mem bers of 
the hu man body and al most ev ery ‘mem ber’ of the hu -
man body is vi tal/es sen tial, in a way very im por tant in
the com mu nion of saints or the church uni ver sal.  Dif -
fer ent ‘gifts’.  And GOD de sires “BEHOLD, how good

and how pleas ant it is For breth ren to dwell to gether in
unity!’” Psalm 133:1.  We don’t have to agree on ev ery
mi nor sec ond ary doc trine, but in the com mon cause and 
com mon goal of ‘unity’ in body of ‘be liev ers’.    

Let us me di ate and ob serve from Nehemiah chap ter 
three: no tice in area of 21 times the state ment/ref er ence
of ‘re pairs’, ‘shoul ders to the work’, ‘own house’ – next 
to one an other.  Now I have dif fi culty in be liev ing that
they ALL agreed on each in di vid ual ‘brick, stone’ in re -
pair ing but a com mon cause/work in obe di ence to
Nehemiah and more im por tantly God, as God’s
Work/min is try is a GREAT WORK!  It’s Team Work –
in/with/through CHRIST the body of ‘be liev ers’! 

We as bib li cal be liev ers are prone to wan der, prone
to leave the God I love in this sin ful world; so God does
not just leave you here to oc cupy space and time. There -
fore as piet ist ic, bib li cal ‘be liev ers’ ‘we’ NEED one an -
other and to work as a team.  “We know that we have
passed from death to life, be cause we love the breth ren. 
He who does not love his brother abides in death.  “But
who ever has this worlds goods, and sees his brother in
need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the
love of God abide in him?” 1 John 3:14, 17.  

How you and I need to ask God to search out the
dark est, most se cret cor ners of our minds and hearts and 
takes cour age: but with that in mind, we don’t have to
search out the deep cor ners of our be ing, as look ing for
a ‘skel e ton’ as the Holy Spirit will prompt us, con vict
us, that is IF He is per mit ted.   From a con sci en tious
Chris tian’s point of view, it is im por tant to have even
hid den sins that we might not even know, un der the
blood of Him who died for you and me.   For ex am ple
sins of: pride, sup pressed an ger, lack of love, jeal ousy, a 
se cret yearn ing for rec og ni tion, for IF not cleansed (Isa -
iah 1:18), it will even tu ally de stroy us.  So what ever the
Holy Spirit re veals to you, con fess it, re pent of it, and
ask Christ to re place it with His pu rity and love.  11
Chron i cles 7:14.  Psalm 139:23-24.

We will never be com pletely free from sin in this
life.  Al though Je sus Christ came to live within us by
His Spirit when we gave our lives to Him, our old sin ful 
na ture ac tu ally grows and re sides with out us, and as
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Not All Are Clean 

“You are clean, but not all of you” John 13:10 

Heed what the Word speaks.  Then you will un der -
stand the Scrip tural mean ing of a sav ing faith.  You will
learn that sav ing faith is not a sleep upon the bed of
stored-up knowl edge.  But it is an em brac ing of grace
for a dis tressed sin ner.  This is true in ev ery in stance
when a per son co mes to a sav ing faith.  Sin and the im -
pend ing judg ment of God ter rify, but the Word brings
trou bled and seek ing souls to the feet of Je sus.  To those
drawn to Him in this man ner He said, “Your faith has
saved you.”

Je sus said, “God so loved the world that He gave
His only Son” John 3:16.  You are one in this world to
whom God sent His Son.  And so Christ has been given
also to you!  If this Word finds room in your heart so that 
it pos sesses your soul, then you have (sav ing) faith.  Our 

Lord adds fur ther, “Who ever be lieves in Him should not 
per ish but have eter nal life.”  If you be lieve this, the as -
sur ance is of fered that you have ev er last ing life.

(A Liv ing) faith rests upon the Word (the whole
BIBLE), and the be liever pos sess ing the Word pos -
sesses ev ery thing that the Word prom ises.

“Breathe, O breathe thy lov ing Spirit
Into ev ery trou bled breast; 
Let us all in thee in herit, 
Let us find thy prom ised rest.”
          (Charles Wes ley, 1747)

PRAYER:  How rich I am, O Lord, in pos sess ing the 
Word and all that it prom ises.   Help me to use and in vest 
these riches in such man ner that Your holy Name shall
be hon ored and Christ ex alted, for His sake.  Amen.

Rosenius’ Daily Meditations, Carl O. Rosenius,
Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc.

long as we live it will keep try ing to as sert it self.  Yes,
we must keep on bat tling sin and em brac ing righ teous -
ness; so that we will be come more and more like Christ
– more like in our pu rity, our love, our ser vice – con -
formed more like JESUS.    

Yes, how easy it is for us to sleep or be come care -
less in our Chris tian walk. Temp ta tion strikes when we
are most vul ner a ble.  As we walk by faith it is so easy to
ne glect and ex cuse cer tain ar eas of our spir i tual lives –
like prayer, daily med i ta tion of and in His Holy Word,
the Bi ble – we be come drowsy and let our guard down
and thus make it even eas ier for Sa tan’s deadly darts. 

One of the ‘ar eas’ of ser vice in the King’s Vine yard
show and en cour age the breth ren by be ing to gether
around and un der the hear ing of God’s In fal li ble Word,
the Bi ble.  Likely when Thomas was miss ing in the ‘up -
per-room’ af ter ‘our’ Sav ior rose from the grave; it
caused ‘con cern’ among the other dis ci ples/Apos tles!

Now Thomas is of ten nick-named as ‘doubt ing
Thomas’, but please keep in mind and heart he also was
‘Hon est Thomas’.

Re mem ber to share your love with oth ers.  A smile,
a hand shake, cup of cof fee, a piece of pie, a meal, a let -
ter or note, etc.  It is def i nitely very im por tant to share
‘Scrip ture’ and learn to pray to gether and for one an -
other as we are to bear one an other’s bur dens and en -
cour age one an other.  

Neg a tive:  IF not a true ‘be liever’ walk ing in the
light of his Word out of love; be ware as vou & I are def -
i nite ‘tar gets’ of which Sa tan is seek ing to steal, rob,
kill, and de stroy: to abide with him in fire and brim -

stone for ever!  Sa tan will not only ha rass a be liever, but
IF per mit ted to in dwell a fall-away.  Yes, a tar get/can di -
date for Sa tan to even pro cess and he likely knows his
time is be com ing short for him to suc ceed.  Mark 5,
(Likely awak ened, but not con verted).  It’s real,   not
witches with long black hair rid ing on a broom-han dle
– but in many walks of life.    To be ‘awak ened’ but not
con verted is prob a bly the most dan ger ous and worst
stage of life can be in, in this sin ful world.  WE are in
the very midst of a ‘Spir i tual War fare’ = don’t kid your -
self.

Let ‘us’ be good sol diers of the CROSS and daily
take up ‘our’ cross to bear and fol low HIM! I am sens -
ing that the priv i lege and op por tu nity to speak boldly
the Gos pel with out se vere per se cu tion and an open an
wit ness for the TRUTH of Scrip ture is rap idly clos ing
and true ‘be liev ers’ gath er ing in HIS Name, and the ef -
forts of the En emy to shut out any ev i dence  for those
truths are in creas ing.  

“And they over came him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their tes ti mony, and they did not
love their lives to the death.” Rev e la tion 12:11.

LET THE REDEEMED OF THE LORD SAY
SO!

THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE WANTS TO
USE YOU!

“Then I heard a voice from heaven say ing to me, 
‘Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
from now on.’”  “Yes”, says the Spirit, ‘that they
may rest from their la bors, and their works fol low
‘them’”  Rev e la tion 14:13.



From Our Fellowship Circle 

S. & J. H. Grand Rap ids, MI 
We en joy read ing your ar ti cles in the Morn ing Glory – so
en light en ing and in for ma tive in this world to day!

N. F. Rudd, IA
Thank you for your in spir ing ar ti cles and Scrip ture pas -
sages, which give us com fort and hope in these try ing
times in this sin ful world. 

  

O. B. Roseville, MN 
I am en clos ing a check for the Morn ing Glory.  It is a
good mag a zine and I en joy read ing it.  Thank you, as it is
food for the Soul.   

G. R. Kill deer, ND
Hello Morn ing Glory again!  God Bless your work –
what a bless ing this is to us that re ceive this blessed read -
ing.  I am send ing a … Con tri bu tion and an other ad dress
from a lady that asked to have it sent to her.  Please con -
tinue to send it to me also, as I need it so I can ful fill my
hun ger for God’s Work.

A prayer about LISTENING!

What are the bless ings of be ing a good lis tener?  

 Dear Je sus, 

Teach me to be a better lis tener.  Soften my heart so that I
may re ceive coun sel will ingly and with grat i tude.  When
I stum ble (sin) or have fail ures, give me the hu mil ity to
ac cept godly cor rec tion so that I may grow in un der -
stand ing.  As I learn to be a good lis tener I pray that You
would bring me the bless ing of grow ing to ward spir i tual
ma tu rity. If you lis ten to cor rec tion you grow in un der -
stand ing. 

“He who dis dains in struc tion de spises his own soul,
But he who heeds re buke gets un der stand ing” Prov erbs
15:32.   

C. (T) K. For est City, IA 
Dear Friends of the Morn ing Glory, 

En closed find a gift to ward the pa per which I en joy read -
ing.  

Re cently I wrote this ar ti cle for my Mem oirs.  If you feel
it is ap pro pri ate to share for the pa per, please use it.  God

has spo ken to me in this ex pe ri ence; that His Spirit is at
work con tin u ally through our prayers and love for those
who are spir i tu ally dy ing all around us.  We must work
the work we are called to, while it is still day.

God has now moved me to a new home in an apart ment
here in For est City.  I be lieve it is a new mis sion field and
am pray ing about a Bi ble Study here in the Fall.  So, if
you are re minded, pray with me about that.  Also, that my 
home will sell soon.  Thanks.

 ....  I am so thank ful for the strong Chris tian Her i tage I
have through them.  God’s Bless ings.

“Be anx ious for noth ing, but in ev ery thing by prayer and
sup pli ca tion, with thanksgiving, let your re quests be
made known to God; and the peace of God, which sur -
passes all un der stand ing will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Je sus” Philippians 4:6-7.   

B. M. Round O, SC 
Thank you for the won der ful ar ti cles; the TRUTH of Je -
sus Christ our Lord and Sav ior.   

A = Ac cept

B  = Be lieve

C = Con fess 

I love the Lord and I am still seek ing in do ing ser vices for 
Him and will un til He re turns, as He calls my name.

I am send ing a love gift as the Lord is my Shep herd.  I am
claim ing and hold ing onto the fol low ing Bi ble Verses:
John 3:16, Psalm 23 & Prov erbs 3:5-6.

My Hubby loved the Lord Je sus and Pastored for 45
years. …

W. & P. B. Bel grade, MN 
Your News let ter is very im por tant at this time in our Na -
tion’s his tory.  Keep pro claim ing the TRUTH!  God
Bless.
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Religious Liberty Matters in U.S. too,
Mr. President

An At tor ney who rep re sents Re li gious Lib erty cases
says it’s ap pall ing that the Obama Ad min is tra tion
claims to be con cerned about re li gious freedom.

The State De part ment ear lier this month re leased its
an nual re port on global re li gious free dom, doc u ment ing 
vi o la tions in al most 200 coun tries.  The an nual Re port
on In ter na tional Re li gious Free dom cited coun tries,
many of them Mus lim, for vi o lat ing “recognized human 
rights.”

Yet the Obama ad min is tra tion has failed to de fend
re li gious lib erty abroad and here at home, says Jor dan
Lorence, se nior coun sel at Al li ance De fend ing Free -
dom.

“The Obama ad min is tra tion has at best been drag -
ging its feet in de fense of re li gious lib erty on the in ter -
na tional stage,” Lorence com plains.  “It is rel a tively
better than what they’ve been do ing on the do mes tic
stage here in the United States.”

Some ex am ples in clude the Lit tle Sis ters of the Poor 
and its fight over the con tra cep tion man date, and the ad -
min is tra tion’s fight against a Lu theran church af ter it
fired a teacher work ing in its pri vate school.

Na tional Re view writer Da vid French wrote about
Lit tle Sis ters and Ho sanna-Ta bor Evan gel i cal Lu theran
Church in a May ar ti cle, when the U.S. Su preme Court
va cated pre vi ous rul ings and sent the case to a lower
court.  The high court ruled unan i mously for the Lu -
theran church, too.

“The Obama ad min is tra tion has pushed hard
against re li gious lib erty – on oc ca sion too hard even for
the Su preme Court’s more lib eral jus tices,” French, an
at tor ney, wrote.

Re li gious lib erty, Lorence in sists, is much more
than pro tect ing peo ple from tor ture and mur der.

Thursday, August 25, 2016 / Bill Bumpas
(OneNewsNow.com) 

Judge Blocks Obama Bathroom Policy,
Let Your School Know!

Dear Friends, 
Yes ter day, a Fed eral Judge blocked Obama Ad min -

is tra tion “guide lines” that would force schools to al low
some bi o log i cal males to use girls’ show ers, locker
rooms, and restrooms (and vice versa).  The or der, by
Judge Reed O’Connor of the U. S. Dis trict Court for the

North ern Dis trict of Texas, ap plies not just in Texas, but
na tion wide!  Com ing on the heels of the Su preme Court 
tem po rarily pre vent ing a sim i lar pol icy from go ing into
ef fect in Vir ginia, this rul ing is a re buke to the Obama
ad min is tra tion’s ag gres sive at tempts to force its rad i cal
gen der ideology on the nation’s children…

Judge O’Connor found that the ad min is tra tion used
an il le gal pro ce dure to adopt its guide lines, and ruled
that the ex ist ing law and reg u la tion are “not am big u ous” 
in de fin ing “sex” as a ref er ence to one’s bi o log i cal sex at 
birth, rather than self-pro fessed  “gender identity.”

Family Research Council, (Action Alert), 8/23/16

God’s Design

God’s de sign for hu man sex u al ity is dis ap pear ing
from Amer i can cul ture.  Amer ica is en ter ing the age of
gen der con fu sion in which gen der is a so-called fluid
concept.

Is it ‘hate’ to seek to stand in har mony for God’s In -
fal li ble Truth – That a male is a male and a fe male is a fe -
male?  Yes, there are some (likely only a ‘few’ in
com par i son; but they ‘scream’ the loud est so as to be
heard by some po lit i cal ‘rep re sen ta tives’!) who would
scream not true!

It is ‘high-time’ we who take God at His Word are
lov ingly heard be cause we care!

The Bi ble is per fectly clear. We are cre ated in
God’s im age as male and fe male – Gen e sis 1:27.  

“Be not de ceived.  God is not mocked.  For what -
ever a man sows, that will he also reap.” Galatians 6:7.

South Carolina To Require Students To
Study Founding Documents 

Gov er nor Nikki Haley of South Carolina re cently
signed a bill that im ple ments the study of U.S. found ing
doc u ments into the state’s pub lic high schools.  

The South Carolina Found ing Prin ci ples Act re -
quires the study of the United States Con sti tu tion, the
Fed er al ist Pa pers, the struc ture of the gov ern ment and the 
role of sep a ra tion of pow ers and the free doms guar an teed 
by the Bill of Rights.  This bill, signed June 1 (2016), re -
in forces South Carolina’s Sec tion 59-29-120 that re -
quired all pub lic ed u ca tion stu dents, both in high school
and col lege, to pass a test af ter a year-long class on the
found ing doc u ments and prin ci ples.

In for ma tion from Sig nal, 6/7/16 (The Vine and the
Branches).



Jimmy Carter: “Jesus Would Approve
Gay Marriage And Some Abortions”

In an in ter view with Marc Lamont Hill, Jimmy Carter
pon tif i cated, “I be lieve Je sus would ap prove of gay mar -
riage and abor tion in the cases of rape and in cest.”  

“I think Je sus would en cour age any sort of love af fair
that was hon est and sin cere and was not dam ag ing to any -
one else,” he said.  “And I don’t think gay mar riages dam -
age any one else.”

Carter en dorsed same-sex mar riage in 2012, while
pro mot ing his study Bi ble.

Ac cord ing to Carter, the United States has elected its
first Af ri can-Amer i can pres i dent; it’s time for the coun try
to elect its first openly ho mo sex ual pres i dent.   

Information indirectly from lifesitenews.com. 7/13/16

Christian Law School In Canada Denied
Accreditation 

A Ca na dian ap peals court has ruled that Trin ity West -
ern Uni ver sity Law School, part of Trin ity West ern Uni -
ver sity, can be de nied ac cred i ta tion be cause of its bib li cal
be liefs about the in sti tu tion of mar riage.  The judges stated 
that the law school may live out its Chris tian con vic tions –
but without ac cred i ta tion.  The school plans to ap peal to
the Ca na dian Su preme Court.

Information from christiannews.net, 
7/11/16 (The Vine and the Branches).

At the Base Of Biblical Truth 

At the base of bib li cal truth, at the very core of the
Gos pel mes sage, is the his tory and re al ity of the early
chap ters of Gen e sis. If God lied to us in Gen e sis, (which
He most cer tainly did n’t) then the rest of Scrip ture is to -
tally un trust wor thy.

FOCUS ON ISRAEL 

The Chief Rabbi of Is rael Urges 
Re build ing of the Tem ple

By Pas tor Da vid Barnhart 

Rabbi Da vid Lau, the Ash ke nazi Chief Rabbi of Is -
rael, has stated that he wants to see the tem ple re built on
the Tem ple Mount.  Ac cord ing to Rabbi Lau, it could be
built with out re mov ing any of the Mus lim struc tures now
stand ing on the Tem ple Mount.  “There is plenty of room
for Jews, Chris tians, Mus lims, ev ery one,” he told the
Knesset Chan nel in a re cent in ter view.   

Rabbi Lau’s com ments about re build ing the tem ple
are re mark able, since his pre de ces sors op er ated with a
very dif fer ent mindset on that sub ject.  Since be com ing
Chief Rabbi, Lau has vis ited the Tem ple In sti tute in Je ru -
sa lem, an other amaz ing event, since that or ga ni za tion and
the chief rab bin ate have been at odds for years over re -
build ing the tem ple.

The Tem ple In sti tute is an or ga ni za tion of Or tho dox
Jews that is work ing to see the tem ple re built on the Tem ple
Mount.  They have pre pared many of the im ple ments and
ves sels that will be used once the tem ple is in op er a tion.

Lau and all the chief rab bis be fore him have fol lowed
a strict view that Jews should not go onto the Tem ple
Mount.  A sign at one of the en trances to the Tem ple warns
Jews against go ing there.  Fur ther more, Prime Min is ter
Benjamin Netanyahu has pledged to main tain the sta tus
quo that pro hib its Jews from pray ing at the site.  Thus a
pub lic pro nounce ment by Rabbi Lau that he would like to
see the Tem ple re built is pon der ous in deed, as is his visit to 
the Tem ple In sti tute, be cause its lead ers all reg u larly go
onto the Tem ple Mount.

When I learned what Rabbi Lau said about want ing to
see the tem ple re built, and when I learned that he had vis -
ited the Tem ple In sti tute, all kinds of bells went off in my
mind.  For years in my books and lec tures on Is rael and
proph ecy, I have set forth the prop o si tion that the tem ple
could be erected on the Tem ple Mount with out dis turb ing
ei ther the Dome of the Rock or the al Aqsa Mosque.  The
large area im me di ately north of the Dome of the Rock
may, in fact, be the lo ca tion where the orig i nal tem ple
stood, and it is va cant to day.

Need less to say, any at tempt to re build the tem ple
there would be met with the full fury of pres ent-day Mus -
lims around the world.  How ever, it has been my con ten -
tion that as we move closer to the for ma tion and
ac cep tance of a uni fied global re li gion, such a tem ple
could be erected there, but only un der the au thor ity of a
world dic ta tor, de scribed by the Bi ble as the antichrist.  In -
deed, it would take a per son of un as sail able power, in flu -
ence and au thor ity to cause the tem ple to be built.   

In re cent years we are all wit nesses to an as sort ment of 
pro phetic signs of Scrip ture be ing ful filled.  The daily
news makes it ever more clear as well that Je sus Christ is
com ing soon.  It is amaz ing that a grow ing con sen sus
among re li gious Jews in Is rael re gard ing the re build ing of
the tem ple should be come so pro nounced to day.  Surely
the bib li cal signs re lat ing to Is rael, the tem ple and the
com ing antichrist are in ev i dence to day.  That dis cus sions
about re build ing of the tem ple by Jew ish lead ers are ev i -
dent at the same time ought to make all Chris tians re al ize
the truth that the com ing of Mes siah Je sus is ap proach ing. 

The Vine and Branches, Summer 2016 
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SIN OF OMISSION??
For ex am ple: the Bi ble clearly teaches that “There -

fore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to 
him it is sin” James 4:17.  Well, some may say that is
only one Bi ble verse, and the an swer is:  How many
times does GOD to say some thing for ‘our’ ben e fit? 
There are def i nitely other Bi ble verses that tell ‘us’ the
same!  

Maybe, for some of you ‘read ers’ of the Morn ing
Glory, this ‘chal lenge’ might ar rive at your ‘mail-box’
too late for this year’s Na tional Elec tion = No vem ber 8,
2016 (USA).  But the re al ity re mains the same and with -
out get ting into the ‘po lit i cal arena’: let’s ask this ques -
tion again!  

In ‘our’ be loved Na tion (USA) in which nu mer ous
num bers of our ‘fore-fa thers’ started and built this USA
on Chris tian prin ci ples and where ‘we the peo ple’ are to
be the gov ern ing body, is it SIN to not vote? 
(FREEDOM IS NEVER FREE)!!

Now there must be a ‘dif fer ence’ in the can di dates,
even IF some might be from bad to fair for the fu ture of
our USA and from fair to good, etc. AND to not VOTE
as a con cerned con sci en tious ‘Cit i zen’.  Is not ‘vot ing’ a
sin of omis sion be ing con cerned about the fu ture of
USA?  

Per son ally, I do not re ally un der stand how a Chris -
tian to know ingly vote for a ‘can di date’ who is in fa vor
of abortions, same-sex mar riages, etc. can do the same;
be ing it is ‘con trary’ to God’s In fal li ble Book, the Bible!

There should be no prob lem with pol i ti cians quot -
ing Scrip ture as long as it used in right ful con text.  Ac tu -
ally, I won der if more pol i ti cians re placed their
seem ingly empty prom ises with the words of the Bi ble,
our pol i tics would be more sub stan tive by a long ways. 
But when pol i ti cians or any one else, for that mat ter mis -
use Scrip ture to sup port a po si tion that Scrip ture is
clearly against, they should be respectfully challenged. 

REMEMBER that the choice in a pres i den tial and
other elect ing can di dates is greater than the par tic u lar
can di date(s).  Our vote ul ti mately is about a hoped-for
out come, not par tic u larly a per son.  And that hoped-for
out come should be the wel fare of our country.

WHEN we vote bib li cal val ues, we obey what the
Lord would have us do.  Je sus is not on the bal lot, so ul -
ti mately we are vot ing for sin ners.  But the ques tion is:
Where do these sin ners stand on key is sues?

Thought: the sin of si lence is a deadly sin!

Editor

“I Delight in the Law of God 
in My Inmost Self”

I will put my law in their inward parts, and in
thy heart will I write it.  Jeremiah 31:33

Is not “God’s law” “God’s will” also?  We are made
aware that God’s law is writ ten in the heart and mind
only by this man i fes ta tion that the heart loves God’s will 
and that our at ti tude is such that we fer vently pray:
would that I could keep Thy will with my whole heart! 
Would that I might be able to do God’s will!

We are not claim ing that a Chris tian is a per fect per -
son.  No, no, there is much in his in ner life and out ward
mode of lov ing which is rather un sound or shaky.  Nev -
er the less take note!  If he un der stands what the will of
God is then this law be comes his life-guide; then he also
wants to ful fill it.  We must nec es sar ily cling to this that
a Chris tian heart and mind are such.

We speak only of the mind of the in ner man.  In the
very Chap ter (Ro man 7) where the Apos tle’s com plaint
reaches a cli max or reaches a peak where the Apos tle
com plains about “the law of sin in my mem bers,” he
says “For to will is pres ent with me” – “For I de light in
the law of God af ter the in ward man.”   This is the pre -
vail ing con di tion in a Chris tian even though he may be -
come care less so he does not think about God’s will,
prov ing thereby that he is sleepy.   Of this the Lord God
said, “They all slum bered and slept” – even the wise
virgins.   

But a Chris tian’s whole life cer tainly can not be
asleep.  He may of ten bit terly de plore the weak ness of
his will, the lit tle ness of his ear nest ness and zeal with
which to do God’s will and the putt ing to death of the
flesh.  This may even bring him to the brink of dis trust. 
But in such a sit u a tion his fail ing will and fail ing ear -
nest ness will be come the ob jects of His concern and
prayer.

It is con cern ing this mind we are speak ing here. 
The Lord knows all hearts; He knows the se crets of men.  
In our day it is rather easy to ex tol Chris tian ity, to speak
and think some thing spir i tual; but we must ever re mem -
ber that “the king dom of God is not in word but in
power.”  (1 Co rin thi ans 4:20).  And a con cern to do His
will and a prayer for grace to do this is some thing found
in most frail chil dren of grace.  This is the re spi ra tory
area of the new man, which can not be still as long as
there is a trace of life.

Thy Cross (Daily Devotions), By Carl Olof Roenius,
Graphic Publish Co., Inc. Lake Mills, Iowa



Living Thankfully 

As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and

established in the faith, as you have been
taught, and abounding with thanksgiving.

Colossians 2:6-7

A sec u lar au thor was re search ing the sub ject of grat i -
tude.  As he did, he ex am ined two large dic tio nar ies of
mod ern psy chol ogy and could find no men tion of the
terms “grat i tude,” “thank ful ness,” or “giv ing of thanks.”  
He then scanned the card cat a log of a large uni ver sity li -
brary con tain ing hun dreds of thou sands of vol umes. 
Through his search, he found not one sin gle card giv ing
any ref er ence to the terms “grat i tude” or “thank ful ness.” 
In deed, as one hu mor ist put it, “If you’re look ing for
grat i tude, you’d better look in the dic tio nary.  That’s the
only place you’re go ing to find it.”

Some one once said that thank ful ness is the least of
the vir tues and in grat i tude the worst of the vices.  We
con sider grat i tude an easy vir tue to at tain, yet so few peo -
ple dis tin guish them selves by their thank ful ness.  Paul, in 
cat a log ing the de scent of hu man kind into the mire of de -
prav ity, be gins by say ing that “al though they knew God,
they did not glo rify Him or give thanks to Him as God”
(Romans 1:21).  He then de scribes hu man ity’s fall into
all sorts of base im mo ral ity.  The slide from god li ness
into wick ed ness begins with ingratitude.   

Shake speare once said, “How sharper than a ser -
pent’s tooth it is to have a thank less child!”   

 But the Bi ble re peat edly calls upon us to re mem ber
our bless ings and ex press grat i tude.  It says, “Bless the
LORD, O my soul, and for get not all His ben e fits” (Psalm 
103:2).

What bless ings can you thank God for to day?  Be gin -
ning now, cul ti vate a grate ful heart.  Make it a reg u lar
prac tice to thank the Lord for who He is and for all He
had done for you.  

“As a rule, a man’s a fool.  When it’s hot, he wants it 
cool.  

When it’s cool, he wants it hot.  Al ways want ing
what is not!” –  Anon y mous 

New Every Morning, D. James Kennedy & Jerry
Newcombe, © 2016 D. James Kennedy Ministries 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Your Father Knows 

(Please read Mat thew 6:25-34)

Your Fa ther knows what you need 
be fore you ask Him   Mat thew 6:8

I was only four years old as I lay by my fa ther on a
floor mat on a hot sum mer night.  (My mother, with a
baby, had her own room at the time).  This was in north -
ern Ghana where the cli mate is mostly dry.  Sweat cov -
ered my body, and the heat parched my throat.  I felt so
thirsty I shook my fa ther awake.  In the mid dle of that dry 
night, he rose up and poured wa ter from a jar for me to
quench my thirst.  Through out my life, as he did that
night, he ex em pli fied the im age of a car ing fa ther.  He
pro vided what I needed.

Some peo ple may not have a good fa ther fig ure in
their lives.  But we all have a Fa ther who is strong and
ever-pres ent (Ed. That is for those who are walk ing in
fel low ship with Je sus), and who does not dis ap point us. 
Je sus taught us to pray to “our Fa ther in heaven” (Matt.
6:9).  He told us that when our daily needs con front us –
food, cloth ing, shel ter, pro tec tion (v. 31) – “your Fa ther
knows what you need be fore you ask Him” (v 8).  

We have a Fa ther who is al ways there.  Night or day,
when ever the go ing gets tough, we can trust that He will
never aban don us.  He has prom ised to care for us, and He 
knows better than we do what we need.

            Law rence Darmani  

Thank you, Lord, for the priv i lege of com ing to
You as my Fa ther.  

You know my needs be fore I even ask.
Thank you that You will never turn me away.
Your lov ing heav enly Fa ther never takes His eyes

off you.

Our Daily Bread, © 2016 Our Daily Bread Ministries,
Permission Granted, Grand Rapids, MI 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Thy cross to victory 

Thou didst bear; 
O grant that I, dear Sav ior,
May glory in the cross and share 
Thy heav enly joy and fa vor
Then shall my soul
Have reached its goal,
Safe in Thy lov ing bosom.”

          Eric Gustav Geljer, 1812
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Thanksgiving Blessings 
There is a thing call an ac ro nym.  It is a word that is

used to de scribe an other word or thought.  What can you 
do with the word “Thanksgiving?”  Let’s make an ac ro -
nym from the word, us ing its let ters to ex press what we
are thank ful for. 

T – Think of all the spe cial peo ple in your life.
H – Help is prom ised to ev ery one who calls on the

Lord.
A – All the love peo ple share with me is ap pre ci -

ated.
N – Never Alone. 
K – Kind ness is some thing I can ex press ev ery day.
S – Saved from sin and for ser vice.
G – God loves me when oth ers don’t.
I – In spi ra tion is found in Prayer and Bi ble Study.
V – Vic tory over temp ta tion can be found by re sist -

ing Sa tan.
I – I love you to day and to mor row.
N – No body has to be alone or feel left out (John

3:16).  
G – Give and it will be given back to you.

These are just a few things that I am thank ful for and 
can use to make an ac ro nym.  Write down the word
“Thanksgiving.”  Now write your own per sonal ac ro -
nyms down!  Share your list with some one spe cial to
you.  Happy Thanksgiving to you and your fam ily.

Thought.  Drive care fully to day!  We would rather
talk to you than about you.   

One Hundred and Three Devotions, 
James (Jim) Mizell

ALL

All re ally liv ing Law and Gos pel preach ing/teach ing
must be per son ally ex pe ri enced by the per son to make
it liv ing and ef fec tive; in spite that God’s WORD will

not re turn unto HIM void.

But where there is no liv ing ex pe ri ence in be ing
spir i tu ally lost and found by the Sav ior, the study of
doc trines and dog mas will de gen er ate into dead faith
and formalism. 

Ac cord ing to Mar tin Lu ther, “FAITH” is a hearty
trust and full sur ren der of the whole man to Christ. 
Faith lives and moves in Christ as its el e ment, con -
stantly obey ing His will and fol low ing His ex am ple.  It
is only in this deeper con cep tion of a faith that Lu ther’s
doc trine of jus ti fi ca tion can be ap pre hended.  Dis con -

nected from it, the doc trine of jus ti fi ca tion becomes a
pernicious error.”

So, ac cord ing to Lu ther’s ex pe ri ence, faith is a full
sur ren der to God through Christ, and to such a sur ren -
dered soul the Holy Spirit re veals Christ as He is pre -
sented in the Gos pel.  Then new life and liv ing faith are
born in the soul.  Then jus ti fi ca tion is not a grad ual pro -
cess con di tioned partly by faith and partly by good
works, but “a sin gle act of God when He im putes
Christ’s righ teous ness to a pen i tent and be liev ing sin -
ner, ac quits him of sin and its guilt and looks upon him
in Christ as if he had never sinned.”

This mar vel ous ‘gift’ of SALVATION was not only
Mar tin Lu ther’s ex pe ri ence; but more im por tantly is
bib li cally correct!

Do you ‘care’ enough about ‘your’ Pas -
tor/Teacher/Pro fes sor to ask:  Have you per son ally ex -
pe ri enced this SALVATION?

It could be that Re li gion has al ways been the worst
en emy of ex pe ri enced Sal va tion!  

Editor

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God’s People Must Take Heed to Him!

Amer ica and other parts of this ‘sin ful-world’ are
fac ing a cri sis of own mak ing.  As a na tion, we have re -
jected God’s moral law.

· Same-sex “marriages” are now acceptable.

· Pre-born babies are sacrificed on the altar of
“choice.”

· Males who “self-identify” as females are free to
us women’s locker and rest rooms.

Dur ing the dark days of the civil War, Pres i dent
Abra ham Lin coln wrote a Proc la ma tion Ap point ing a
Na tional Fast Day.  (Can you imag ine the up roar this
bold ac tion would cause today?) 

“We have be come too self-suf fi cient to feel the ne -
ces sity of re deem ing and pre serv ing grace, too proud
to pray to the God that made us!”

THEREFORE 
He con tin ued “It be hooves us, to hum ble our selves

be fore the of fended Power, to con fess our na tional
sins, and to pray for clem ency and for give ness.”

As bleak as things might be, how ever in your Coun -
try or USA, there is al ways hope be cause of the prom ise
of 2 Chron i cles 7:13-14 …Rev e la tion 2:5 …

“But seek the wel fare of the city where I have sent
you into ex ile, and pray to the Lord on its be half, for in
its wel fare you will find your wel fare”. (Jer. 29:7
NASB).



Temptation Comes In All Sizes 
Be cause we know the dif fer ence be tween right and

wrong, we of ten are called upon to make hard choices. 
Some times we are tempted to make the wrong choice. 
Choices that can get us into real bad trou ble and bring se -
vere heart break.  Even the best of us are tempted, at
times, to do what we know we should n’t.

One of the as sur ances which co mes from Scrip ture is
that Christ, too, was tempted.  The book of He brews de -
scribes it, “We have not an high priest which can not be
touched with the feel ing of our in fir mi ties; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet with out sin” (Heb.
4:15).  Christ knows and un der stands what it means to be
tempted.  Be cause he has ex pe ri enced it, He can un der -
stand how dif fi cult it is.  He can sym pa thize with us.  The
Devil is a smart cookie and knows where our Achil les
heel (weakness) is. 

In His very short and to the point style, Mark 1:12
tells of the Devil tempt ing Je sus when He was driven into 
the wil der ness with out food for 40 days.  There Sa tan
tempted Je sus three dif fer ent ways.

The temp ta tion was enor mous.  For forty days Je sus
was alone, be ing tempted by Sa tan.  But He with stood the 
test.  He quoted verses from the Old Tes ta ment.  They
were verses He had mem o rized as a child.  The first verse
He gave to Sa tan was Deut. 8:3, “Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by ev ery word of God.”  The next temp -
ta tion found Je sus quot ing Deut. 10:20, “You shall wor -
ship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.” 
The third verse quoted by Je sus is found in Deut. 6:16,
“You shall not tempt the Lord your God.”  No tice Je sus
quoted Scrip ture to resist Satan.  

Our temp ta tions come in many dif fer ent shapes and
sizes.  But in each of them we can have the as sur ance of
the pres ence and help of Christ.  Paul shares with us in 1
Cor. 10:13, “No temp ta tion has over taken you ex cept
such as is com mon to man; but God is faith ful who will
not al low you to be tempted be yond what you are able,
but with the temp ta tion will also make the way of es cape,
that you may be able to bear it.”    Yes, when temp ta tion
co mes, there is al ways a way to es cape.  We must look for 
it.  Be cause Christ was able to endure, so can we.  

We can use the Bi ble to help us re sist the Devil by
mem o riz ing verses.  I have heard the state ment since I
was a lit tle boy; “You can’t keep a bird from fly ing over
your head, but you sure can keep the bird from build ing a
nest on top of your head. (Ed i tor: Quot ing Mar tin Lu -
ther!)  This is a very true saying.  

Thought: Who will we lis ten to when temp ta tion co -
mes: Sa tan or Christ?

One Hundred and Three Devotions, 
By James (Jim) Mizell, 

I BELIEVE 

By Dr. Howard A. Kelly

I be lieve the Bi ble to be the In spired Word of God,
in spired in a sense ut terly dif fer ent from that of any
merely hu man book. 

I be lieve Je sus Christ to be the Son of God, with out
hu man fa ther, con ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Vir gin Mary.  That all men, with out ex cep tion, are by na -
ture sin ners, alien ated from God and thus ut terly lost in
sin.  The Son of God him self came down to earth, and by
shed ding His Blood upon the Cross, paid the in fi nite pen -
alty of the guilt of the whole world.  I be lieve he who thus 
re ceives Je sus Christ as his Sav iour is born again spir i tu -
ally, as def i nitely as in his first birth, and so born spir i tu -
ally, has new priv i leges, ap pe tites and af fec tions; and
will live with Him for ever (Ed. As long as he re mains in
the true Vine).  I be lieve no man can save him self by good 
works, or what is com monly known as a “moral life,”
such works be ing but the nec es sary fruits and ev i dence of 
the faith within, and come af ter sal va tion.

I be lieve Sa tan to be the cause of man’s fall and sin
and his re bel lion against God as right ful Gov er nor.  Sa tan 
is the prince of all the king doms of this world, yet will in
the end be cast into the pit and made harm less.  Christ
will come again in glory to earth to reign, even as He
went away from earth, and I look for His re turn day by
day.  I be lieve the Bi ble to be God’s Word, be cause as I
use it as spir i tual food, I dis cover in my own life, as well
as in the lives of those who like wise use it, a t trans for ma -
tion cor rect ing evil ten den cies, pu ri fy ing af fec tions, giv -
ing pure de sires and teach ing that con cern ing the
righ teous ness of God which those who do not so use it
can know noth ing of.  It is re ally food for the spirit as
bread is for the body.

Per haps one of my stron gest rea sons for be liev ing
the Bi ble is that it re veals to me, as no other book in the
world could do, that which ap peals to me as a phy si cian,
a di ag no sis of my spir i tual con di tion.   It shows me
clearly what I am by na ture – one lost in sin and alien ated
from the life that is in God.  I find it as a con sis tent and
won der ful rev e la tion of the char ac ter of God, a God far
re moved from any of the nat u ral imag in ings.

It also re veals a ten der ness and near ness of God in
Christ which sat is fies the heart’s long ing, and shows me
that the In fi nite God, Cre ator of the world, took our very
na ture upon Him that He might in In fi nite love be One
with His peo ple to re deem them.  I be lieve in it be cause it
re veals a re li gion adapted to all classes and races, and it is 
in tel lec tual sui cide, know ing it, not to be lieve it.

Faithful Words

13
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THE SOLDIER’S EXAMPLE — PAUL
WAS A GOOD SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST

By J. Vernon McGee 

Here is Paul’s ex am ple for us from his own ex pe ri -
ence:

And for me that ut ter ance may be given unto me,
that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the
mys tery of the gos pel, For which I am an am bas sa dor in 
bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to
speak (Eph. 6:19-20).

(This is ALSO true of I/we who are priv i leged and
re spon si ble for the ‘printed-page’ – Ed i tor)

“And for me.”  Paul now asks for prayer on be half of
him self.  As he co mes to the con clu sion of this epis tle, he
moves into the area of the per sonal.  He was a pris oner in
Rome, and he suf fered from a thorn in the flesh.  Yet he
does not ask for prayer that these phys i cal hand i caps be
re moved, but that he might pro claim cou ra geously the
mys tery of the gos pel.

“To make known the mys tery of the gos pel.”  The
gos pel is a mys tery that was not re vealed in the Old Tes ta -
ment as it is now. The New Tes ta ment re veals that Christ
died for all sins, was bur ied, rose again on the third day. 
This is the gos pel and the mes sage Paul was preach ing.

“I am an am bas sa dor in bonds.”  (Ed. Ev ery
born-again per son who is walk ing by ‘faith’ with Je -
sus/Word is an “am bas sa dor”).  Paul had just writ ten
about the spir i tual war fare, and now we see that he was
ex pe ri enc ing the on-slaught of the en emy at the very mo -
ment he was writ ing.

“That therein I may speak boldly.”  Paul asks for
prayer that he may speak the gos pel with bold ness.  We
need that same prayer.  We need a bold ness to de clare the
Word of God.  

But that ye also may know my af fairs, and how I do, 
Tychicus, a be loved brother and faith ful min is ter in the
Lord, shall make known to you all things; Whom I have
sent unto you for the same pur pose, that ye might know
our af fairs, and that he might com fort your hearts.  Eph. 
6:21-22.

Tychicus not only car ried the epis tle to the Ephesian
be liev ers, but he also gave a per sonal ac count of the con -
di tions of and the pros pects for the apos tle Paul. 
Tychicus, the pas tor of the Ephesian church, is an ex am -
ple of the many faith ful ser vants of Christ in the early
church.  The apos tle Paul had great con fi dence in him.

“That he might com fort your hearts.”  Tychicus
would al lay any fears that the Ephe sians might have about
the con di tion of the apos tle Paul.  The broth erly love ex -
hib ited in the early church is the un der tone of all of Paul’s
epis tles.  Paul had a real con cern for the breth ren.

BENEDICTION 

Gen eral Douglas Mac Ar thur said that old sol diers do
not die; they just fade away.  Lis ten to Paul’s fare well.   

Peace be to the breth ren, and love with faith, from 
God the Fa ther and the Lord Je sus Christ.  Grace be
with all them that love our Lord Je sus Christ in sin -
cer ity. Eph. 6:23-24.

Paul’s own swan song is found in 2 Tim o thy 4:6-8:
“For I am now ready to be of fered, and the time of my de -
par ture is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have fin -
ished my course, I have kept the faith: hence forth there is
laid up for me a crown of righ teous ness, which the Lord,
the righ teous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love His ap pear ing.”
Paul re flected what a good sol dier of Christ should be and 
what re wards awaited him.

He closes with a two fold bene dic tion.  Most of the
great words of the gos pel are con tained in it: peace, love,
faith, grace.  Hope is ab sent, for the be liever is in the
heav enly places where all is re al ized.

“Peace” was the form of greet ing of the Jew ish
world.  A sin ner must know the grace of God be fore he
can ex pe ri ence the peace of God.  This is the peace of
God which passes all un der stand ing.  

“Love” in verse 23 means love for the other be liev -
ers.  This is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.    

“Grace” is the key word of the epis tle.  It opened the
epis tle (Eph. 1:2) and is the sub ject of the epis tle (Eph.
2:7-8).  It now con cludes the epis tle.  It is a fit ting word
be cause it is God’s grace which saved us and which sus -
tains us to day.

EPHESIANS, Copyright © 1991 
by Thru the Bible Radio

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

It is not a sin to long for Heaven.  If we know Je sus,
we know that in Heaven all our bur dens and pain will be
lifted for ever.  It is, as the apos tle Paul stated, “better by
far” to be in Heaven with Je sus than to be suf fer ing on
this sin-filled earth.  At the same time though, God has a
pur pose in keep ing us here un til He fi nally take us home. 
He has things to teach us about Him self, and He can still
use us to bless oth ers.

Keep your eyes on eter nity (Ed. JESUS) – but also
seek Christ’s will for you right now, no mat ter what you
are fac ing.   

I de sire to de part and be with Christ, which is
better by far. Philippians 1:23.   

                      Wisdom for Each Day © 2008 Billy
Graham, Mfd. For © 2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.



Martyrdom of John Huss 
Huss was born in Bo he mia in 1369, stud ied at the

Prague Uni ver sity, be came a pro fes sor in 1398 and a priest 
in 1402.  The Waldense lay-preach ers had reached Bo he -
mia around 1200.  Our spir i tual fa ther, Pe ter Waldo, had
preached the Gos pel there – where he also died in 1217. 
But un der the hor ri ble per se cu tions the spir i tual life move -
ment had gone un derground and we hear no more of it till
the Wicklif re vival in Eng land started about 1380.  Then
God’s peo ple in Eng land sent over some friends to en cour -
age the Bo he mian Chris tians who had gone un der- ground
and dug their Bi bles down.  At night they dug their Bi bles
up again and read them in the can dlelight.  Then be fore
morn ing they dug them down again – tell ing no body, for
the dread ful “ge stapo” church spies were around, and if
they were found read ing their Bi ble it meant im pris on -
ment, tor ture and death.  

In John Huss the spir i tual life move ment in Bo he mia
got a great God-given cham pion.  Some few years be fore
the con ver sion of Huss, God’s peo ple had built a
prayer-house – Beth le hem Cha pel – in Prague where hun -
gry souls gath ered and heard the Gos pel in their own lan -
guage.  Here Huss soon be came the spir i tual leader,
preached liv ing Chris tian ity out from the Bi ble and
preached against the sins of the time.  He preached against
the monks.  He preached against the sins of the priest.  He
preached against grant ing for give ness of sin (in dul gences) 
for money.  He preached against the pope’s claim that he
was Pe ter’s suc ces sor and Christ’s re gent.  The church is
founded not on Pe ter, but on the Con fes sion of Pe ter that
Christ Him self is the Son of the liv ing God, Huss pro -
claimed.

We are sorry to have to re late that in the mighty re -
vival that fol lowed, as the ice was bro ken and the dam that
had held back the truth for cen tu ries was bro ken down,
some of the con verts went to un nec es sary ex treme.  Dur -
ing a church ser vice in which a priest praised the for give -
ness-of-sin-trade, three young Chris tians cried out aloud,
“You lie, Huss is teach ing us some thing en tirely dif fer -
ent.”  These zealous be liev ers were ar rested at once – and
ex e cuted.  This caused a tre men dous stir.  Some smeared
the blood of these mar tyrs on their clothes and ran in
among crowds of peo ple.  The bod ies of the young men
were car ried in pub lic on a golden stretcher and bur ied in
the Beth le hem Cha pel, an enor mous mul ti tude be ing pres -
ent.  Huss got the blame for all this…

In 1414 Huss was cited to ap pear be fore the great
synod meet ing (church coun cil) at Con stance, Ba varia. 
Em peror Sigismund sent him a safe-con duct.  Huss went
in a bold spirit to the meet ing, think ing he should get a
chance to win a great vic tory for the TRUTH.  But his en e -
mies had laid some deep, in fer nal plots.  Shortly af ter his

ar rival he was thrown into an aw ful, stink ing dun geon. 
His books, even his Bi ble, was taken away from him, just
like the Lu theran church did with (Hans Neilsen) Hauge in 
Nor way long af ter ward.

In the mean time the synod meet ing con tin ued to con -
demn.  All of Wicklif’s writ ings were con demned to be
burnt and so was all that Huss had writ ten.  Be sides all this
Huss was to be burnt at the stake un less he took it all back
(re tracted).  Upon ex am i na tion Huss con fessed and an -
swered like Lu ther 100 years later …

July 6, 1414, Huss was taken into the ca the dral, and
the bishop of Lodi, It aly, preached a ser mon against him
on Rom. 6:6, “that the body of sin may be de stroyed.”  The 
bishop told the au di ence in his ser mon that it was most
pleas ing to God to burn Huss to death, for he was full of
the most aw ful poi son – spread ing like a creep ing can cer. 
Then all the cler gy men voted.  The ver dict was unan i -
mous.

Huss should die at the stake.  Six bish ops then went on 
to dis robe Huss of his vest ments they just be fore had put
on him.  Then they put a pa per cap on his head with
painted dev ils, and the in scrip tion: “A ring-leader of her e -
tics.”  …  Af ter straw and wood had ben piled high around
his body, the Duke made a fi nal of fer of life, if he would
re cant.  But Huss re fused and said: “I shall die with joy to -
day in the faith of the Gos pel I have preached.”  …

As the high priests of old went on af ter cru ci fy ing Je -
sus, to per se cute His dis ci ples, so did the priests but now it
was in the name of Je sus.  In their dread blind ness and ha -
tred they con tin ued to burn God’s peo ple.  But the Gos pel
light had been lit, and no en emy could put it out.

   Excerpts from Innermission Church History, Hauge
Lutheran Innermission Federation, 1948 

Do ing Val iantly

“Through God we will do valiantly, For it is
He who shall tread down our enemies.” 

Psalm 60:12

Let us sing though fierce temp ta tion 
Threaten hard to bear us down;
For the Lord, our strong sal va tion, 
Holds in view the con queror’s crown.
He that washed us in His blood 
Soon will bring us Home to God.

“But thanks be to God, who gives us the vic tory
through our Lord Je sus Christ.  There fore, my be loved
breth ren, be stead fast, im mov able, al ways abound ing in 
the work of the Lord, know ing that your la bor is not in
vain in the Lord.” – 1 Co rin thi ans 15:57 – 58       Se lected
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UpDate
Giv ing and Re ceiv ing 

“But this I say, He who sows spar ingly will also
reap spar ingly, and he who sows boun ti fully will
also reap boun ti fully” II Co rin thi ans 9:6.

“The gen er ous soul will be made rich, And he
who wa ters will also be wa tered him self” Prov erbs
11:25.

Per son ally, I am very thank ful that it is GOD
who makes the ‘prom ises’ on which ‘we’ build and 

It is by a ‘liv ing Faith’ AS HE never changes, for 
GOD al ways keeps HIS prom ises! 

The Bi ble tells us that God loves a cheer ful
giver.  It also says that we should n’t give grudg ingly
or from com pul sion.  But some folk do that, as they
look on their giv ing not as sow ing but as throw ing,
such as the man who put a dol lar in the of fer ing plate
and af ter ward sang with all his might, “When we
asun der part, it gives us in ward pain.”

It is so ‘easy’ to make ‘good-in ten tions’ but fail
to come through when we have op por tu ni ties to do
so.  (Ac tu ally ‘good-in ten tions’ paves the way to
Hell)!  BUT we trust, when we spe cif i cally prayer -
fully give ac cord ing to the Holy Spirit’s di rec tion,
that GOD will give back to us abun dantly – not al -
ways in dol lars and cents (ma te rial things) though!   

You know GOD does n’t need our money.  HE
com mands us to give be cause we need to trust His
pro vi sion.   Ac tu ally, ‘money’ is noth ing ex cept an
in dex to our souls; that is given unto HIM!  

Do you ‘re ally’ be lieve that God will take care of 
all your needs?  If so, then give what you can ex pec -
tantly and gladly, be liev ing in God’s gen er os ity and
faith ful ness.  REMEMBER, you can never out-give
GOD!

“There was a man, some called him ‘mad.’
The more he gave, the more he had.”
              Anon y mous

Oc to ber in come for the Morn ing Glory was 
$2,438.00.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,000.  In ad di tion to
the mail ing costs there are ad min is tra tive costs, so it
takes about $3,500 per month to keep the Morn ing
Glory and the Hauge Lu theran Innermission alive.

True Repentance
When Evan ge list Billy Sunday held

a cam paign in Bloomington, Il li nois on
March 30, 1908, 84 sa loons in the vi -
cin ity went out of busi ness af ter ward. 
In fact, the line of peo ple pub licly
pledg ing to turn from li quor to Je sus
went for blocks and looked like a pa -
rade.  Now that’s true re pen tance!

Taken from Billy Sunday 
by D. Bruce Lockerbie


